NATURAL  VERSUS  SUPERNATURAL

true that half-formed, half-developed minds, which
means the great mass of the people of any age, rather

draw back from exposing their faith to a light so
common, so secular as that of reason. Plutarch
quotes Sophocles as saying that,the Deity is

*' Easy to wise men, who can truth discern,"

but adds that the vulgar look with high veneration

upon whatever is extravagant and extraordinary,
and conceive a more than common sanctity to lie
concealed under the veil of obscurity. The average
mind clings to the mysterious, the supernatural.
Goethe, as lately quoted by Matthew Arnold, said
those who have science and art have religion ; and
added, let those who have not science and art have
religion, that is, let them have the popular faith ;
kit them have this esea|x% because the others are
closed to them. Without any hold upon the ideal,
or any insight into the lx>auty and fitness of things,
the people turn from the tedium and the grossness
and pros!ness of daily life, to look for the divine,
the sacred, the saving, in the wonderful, the miracu-
lous, and in that which baffles reason. The disci-
ples of Jesus thought of the kingdom of heaven as
some external condition of splendor and pomp and
power which wan to be ushered in by hosts of trum-
peting angels, and the Son of man in great glory,
riding upon the clouds, and not for one moment
as the ntill mnall voice within them. To find the

571 But it in equally
